July 13: Investigators interviewed

Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning (HT) of Gothenburg published the following interviews on July 13: 

”CLEAR AND GOOD REPORTS ABOUT 
THE BOMB- AND LIGHT PHENOMENA.

”An extremely large material, a ground ground for an assessment.

”- It is yet impossible for us to say what it´s all about - we are studying the material, which has a great volume, and only when he have been able to make a compilation of it all, is there any chance to take in the situation and make assessments.  

Lieutenant L. [Lennart] Beckman of the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department is the one who holds  the treads in his hands, concerning all these light- and ”bomb” phenomena in different places of the country, and he tells to HT that the Defence Staff has got a giant work because of this thing. All experts at the Staff are fully at work, at the same time keeping a close contact with the Defence Institute of National Defence [FOA], which perform the analytical part of the work.

”Lieutenant Neckman says, further, that a couple of hundred reports have come in, and that reports of these phenomena still arrive. At the Defence Staff there is no tendency to belittle the thing, but one does not want to make a statement until the experts really had the chance to assess [the material] carefully. Among other things a map of all the different places, where phenomena have been seen, shall be drawn, and so far one is occupied with the detail work.

”- Now, it is not - as many may believe - the question of flimsy information, but most reports are very clear and good, and I would like to take the opportunity of expressing our thankfullness to all those who have sent us information. Based on these informations there are extremely good chances for the Defence Staff to continue and gradually to arrive at a final result, lieutenant Neckman finally states.  

”The Defence Research Institute [försvarets forskningsanstalt], as well as the [research] delegation from Lv 5 [local Air Defence regiment of Sundsvall], questions whether the finds of slag from, among other places, Njurunda, connected to the ”ghost rockets”, have come from the air at all. Meteorites, usually found, are compact without pores and heavy as iron, while the chunks now found almost look like blast-furnace slag or coke.   
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Assistant professor K.I.Skärblom of the Defence Research Institute views the slag-like chunks throuh the microscope.

”Could those ”ghost rockets”, seen the last few days, have been meteorites? What is the astonomical opinion of the case?

”HT has asked professor Lindblad of the Saltsjöbaden observatory, and he is rather convinced that the first fireball, which was seen on July 9, half-past-two, really was a meteor. That it has been sighted simultaneously at several widespread places only confirms this, since one must presume that it went at great height. That the light was so strong that it could be seen in broad daylight, gives further support for the meteor theory. Meteors can, by friction in the air, be heated to such a temperature that they become intensely luminous - for this there is no need for them to be very big. 

”Well, but all those strange light-balls about which reports have poured in during the following days? Of course they could also have been meteors, says the professor. Such [phenomena] can have their frequency maximum when they are more numerous than otherwise. During the great periods of falling stars, like the Leonids in November or the Perseids in August, each year, it is the question of larger swarms than what it can be the question of now. 

”Professor Lindblad cannot help but wonder if people don´t have a little too vivid a fantasy at this time of the year. He is especially spectical of all the reports of crashes. If it is meteors...it is rather unlikely that they have fallen down. Usually such falling stars disintegrate in the air. And if meteors crash, which in fact has happened a few times in Sweden, they look like pieces of iron, which bore into the ground, and do not get the the porous appearance, which evidently the Njurunda find had. In most cases, however, it is an illusion when people think they have seen a meteorite crash.”

Source: Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning, July 13, page 22.

